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OUTDOOR LIFE

Vol. XXVII Number 5

THE STARVING ELK OF WYOMING

TEXT AND PHOTOS RY S. N. LEEK

(ALL RIGHTS RESERVED)

Probably never before in the history

or the universe (and I hope never again

to be witnessed ill the same enormity)

lias such a s;ul plight been evidenced

among the wild animal kingdom j»h that

which has been witnessed in Jackson'a

Hole, Wyov during the past few years.

Never until bite years have the elk

ranges been fenced off like they are now

by settlers, and never again, 1 hope, will

the government allow these animals to

suffer and die as they have iti the past.

The late appropriation by Congress and

by the state of Wyoming show that the

people have at last awakened to the

necessity 1'or immediate action—but oh!

how long the aid has been a-coming, no

one but we who are settlers of the

"Hole", and see it with our own eyes

every winter can fully realize.

The summer of 1910 was unusually

cold and dry, whieh resulted in a scant

growth of grass on the winter range of

the elk in Jackson's Hole. An early

heavy snowfall in the mountains, with

rain in Hie valley, caused the herds to

come down unusually early. This condi

tion prevailed with light snowfall in the

valley till about February 15,1911, when

it began storming, and kopt it up until

the snow was about three feet deep in

the valley. Then, turning warmer, it

rained for 48 hours, after which it

turned cokh.T. snowed some more and

finally froze up, effectively shutting the

elk from the little remaining grass. For

feed they were confined to the willows

(two-thirds of which had been killed by

the close browsing and peeling to which

they were, subjected the two years previ

ous), and to what hay they could steal

from the settlers' haystacks.

Before the storm ceased, on February

26th messages were sent to Cheyenne,

where the Legislature was in session,

calling attention to the need and asking

aid. Four days later we received a reply

saying that a bill had passed the House

appropriating $5,000 for the relief of

the elk. We were further informed that,
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SHOWING HO1V THEY CKOWD AROL'SD A [.HAD or HAY WHEN IT ARRIVES TO BE FED TO THEM. A SMALL I.OAll

THAT SHOULD BE FED TO 300 ELK MIST BE MADE TO DO FOR 1.000 BTARV1NO, IIALF-FASI-

ANIMALS. I'HOTOORAPH TAKEN IN FEBRUARY. 1911.

bob-joann
Typewritten Text
ClassicOutdoorMagazines.com

bob-joann
Typewritten Text
Outdoor Life - May1911



TUB WAV THEY PERISHED AT THE 1IAV PENS.

On Ifobruary Ttla there warn eighteen iloail elk cronmi tliis liny pen. On Irobruary Illh (flafe tlil
picture was loJcen*) thoro were thirty-nlno doad nrotintt the erlti A few rlnyh lai^r iln.Tt

wer** Tlfr>*, iiml mi Mnrc-li 1st *\xiy cniT ''Hi ;nid l\v<i lnjl]." had perlanflu jii tills
place, anil nt prettant Miuu (Much Isih) On- uuniin-r is mu [«nt thnn *S.

Iliis bill was sure to pass the Senate, find

that ilie Governor would send a man in

immediately.

A week later, with no further word

from Cheyenne, the <r;il£ elk getting very

weak and ninny of them dying, ami it

being plain in be soon that if any of the

calves were to be saved feeding must

commence immediately, Tsent, the follow

ing message lo several addresses:

JACKSON, Wyn., Fob. 7. 1311.—Unless

fed, five thousand elk will perish wllh-
ln two weeKs, S, N. 1UK

This roighi have hem putting it pretty

strong, but I thouglli the etui justified

the means, and in just four days after

sending out the message Sheriff Ward

of Evanston, Wyo., arrived al JacksoD

with authority to aet, and three days

444

later, February 1:!, the first, load of

hay was fed to the elk about one mile

north of Jackson. Two days Inter feed

ing was eommeneed on my place, three

miles south of Jackson, and on .Mr.

Kelly's place, one mile farther south.

If. was now found Hint very little buy

could be procured in tin' valley, and Mr.

Ward was not authorized to offer a suf

ficient price for bay to induce or justify

any stoek to be driven to Idaho. So it

was impossible to feed nil tbe elk. Feed

ing waa commenced tn about 3,000 head

of those in the worst condition, and this

has since been extended to about 5,000

head, though the very limited hay sup

ply (22~> tons) makes it necessary to

feed barely enough to keep them alive.
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9BOW1NO DUKCH UP BLK AT PRESENT BEING FED IN HAItCH. lail— ON Tin: LEEK RANCH

Tin- loivril olacfl In ilWtnnL iiiMijTiiiiIri rnnce Ib Tdon I'n^-. ovflr « hli h <liirink- III- winter i^-^s the
■ ■Tilv r'M-l I" Ih xt - fc-5 -■ "orlil from the valley. 'I'll*.- HlEIEuili* jit Ijiihi- t,[ Tii"i:[i[:ili's Ig li.SQO

--■:. ir nimnili "i [>.i** ^.^oo fppt. Distance rmTn '-uni'-m i-> ^tsimiii -<t pa .
10 inLLh -.. hL. i,:J] ,,t mov inn in«. fnilii * f<i 13 fn^n-1 'ivl-*phr>ne linn- fnil-

lown r"lt'1 fruin .F:n-i. :. DUt. phltatirD fr.nii Japkv>n to Vic-
Enl, Eh- ll.-xt inBTI 111 Iihllio. 1?* ftlhOIIE ':■■ rrlll"H.

Dally mall ovar ililn rnml.

said, "80 per cent." I next nslu'd Mr.

George Wilson, another old resident, the

has perished fur want of feed, mid in-

clnding those killed this loss has reduced

Ihe magnificent herds of three years Bpo

to less thun half their number al that

time. As a result we have, in place of

young elk coming on. practically all old

cows with very few bulls.

The annual report of the ex-Stiite

(.fame Warden for llilO says: "Aboul

tiie usiml niiniliiT oi' elk died in Jack-

son's Hole last winter." I asked Mr.

Crawford, an old resident in the valley,

and at present Feeding the largest buneh

of elk being fed, about what percentage

of the elk calves died last winter. He

445

Peediug waa commenced too late to

but very Eew of llic <?iiIvu.s, and ;it tliis

time the bay supply is nearly exhausted.

Therefore, if winter does not ln-cnk soon

there will be a very heavy loss yet.

Such, in brief, is the history and situa

tion lo date for Ibis year—a repetition

of former years. Should I t'.'ll you some

of the terrible sights we arc foreed to

see—to what extremities tin: elk are

driven for feed, or "the settlers to bovq

their hay—you would not believe the

half of it. But I submit herewith photo

graphs t.il(cn on the ground, that will

tell moru than words.

Nearly the entire ealf crop of three

years in succession, with many old 'ilk,

bob-joann
Typewritten Text
ClassicOutdoorMagazines.com

bob-joann
Typewritten Text
Outdoor Life May 1911



bob-joann
Typewritten Text
ClassicOutdoorMagazines.com



■ *

now ALL SHALL Twins AND ORBEN WILLOWS KATES" 11Y THE BLK AliK 6TRIFPHD OP THS1R

Wn tnul b«oAt tin* time ih!.q phgtOfrmph w»h t nit en it wan animri<nt i»v the blood ^tjilnn Hlmui tfn-
nh-li-^T nut iH-riiri' It < 11 t--t1 . On Mr. I^Hi'b" T"lnni u t'-vf h»urn InUT Mn- nisiml Inir l

:iim\ fnlti'ii ti**1i**-p. ■-.-. 1*1. :i :-.' ,nt < m-i I itriMiml n( .: '■'■■, never lo

roBBS iltitr (In- tnln
liml 1 n 1-1 da«n I'V

nkon In [his worUi.
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A MAGAZINE OP THE WEST ■140

same question. Ha said. "85 per cent"

Mr. Kelly said. 78 per cent. The calf

crop each year is iiboul ISO per cent of

the whole, while there are very few

young elk growing up.

At Mr. Crawford's place there is l>e-

inj; Fed, as near as they can bo counted.

2,250 dk. two-thirds of which number

are oid cows. The ymn-linsrs rrom this

1 drove pasi this bunch of elk at the

Crawford ranch, strung out for nearly

n mile in length, and watched carefully.

Counting just 12 spikes. Among the elk

being fed on Kelly's ranch and my place

together numbering 'J.0O0 head, I can

count about 2i> Bpike bulls. This number

of spikes in excess of those in the bunch

of elk at Crawford's I Ihink is pnrtly

SDME ABB N(.hii.i; HEADS.

Tin- uilmaU «lil >.]li> in. [.i Mi. oletfh, ink* In tiu-lr mouths nil Thr liny thnj- ™ JioUI. ami buklnm
nit V.-IU ■ .i' IE. I In show* .i i .iLr ' H ■- I'nij; mizn n bull'n niiruttirul nfter tlio

Ijinpr li:ul kin! I'-ii h nupplyr

aumber of cows (about 1..WO head) luul

they uot perished for want of food,

would number 1,000 bead, about one-

hall1 of which would have been males

with spikes. All male oik one year old

have spikes that are easily distinguished.

All spike bulls are to be found in the

herds with the cows.

accounted for by the fact that I fed and

saved 33 elk calves at my barn last win

ter, some of which wore probably males.

I also saved others by allowing them to

stay on the £eed ground.

The State Same Warden's report for

the previous year says, "About 15 par

cent of the calves and a few old elk per-
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ished last winter," Yet tlie young bulls

of that Bgo are nearly b minus quantity

(not 5 par cent of them being accounted

for), while among tlie aboul 4,000 elk be

ing fed at the three places named, there

is a great disparity of males nf ;ill ages.

Are the oil; degenerating! Are the

calf elk less hardy Hum in I lie years

past) Does breeding I" immature and

inferior mules cause the. calves to suc

cumb to the rigors of winter 1 These are

questions that ore interesting to study

at this t iriic.

At liirlli i'l); calves are probably half

males. Now, among the three bunches of

elk being fed near my place, probably

about 4,000 head, not to exceed 5 per

cent of them are males. It is true that

many bulls "infer high up in the hills

away from the herds, and that these are

Tiot to be Found in the valley now; yel it

is a faei thai there is a greal disparity

uf males, of aU ages. While at birth 50

per cent are males, yet now there is not

to exceed 10 per cent males. Non-resi

dents invariably kill males for trophies.

Residents kill the larger portion of

females, which leaves the ratio about

even, as 50 per cent of each sex is shot.

Now, the question is, what becomes of

(his 40 per cent of maleal

Buffalo Jones, at one time official

hunter in the park, to exterminate the

mountain lions, told me he had learned

that lions bad n preference lor male elk,

as around a lion's den lie had found 1!)

dead calf elk, killed by the lion, and all

were mules.

Some years ago when there was prac

tically no law mi the game a few of the

settlers in the valley conceived ihe idea

of catching elk calves to sell to parks

and other places. Iu this I took part. It

was our desire to get about three females

to one male, but we found that we in

variably scoured a male in making a eap-

lure.

During these hard winters up to the

time thai one-half the calves have per

ished, it will be found that fully three-

quarters of the dead calves are males.

At Ihe time when the calves are nearly

all dead the spike bulls begin to die; next

the older bulls, and last the eows.

The males have less vitality, less spirit

and less endurance than the Females. The

mountain lion gets them I use they

lack that spirit of self-defen.se necessary

to elude his pursuit When we caught a

calf elk and it laid its head out on the

snow, allowing itself to be handled and

tied without resistance, it "its a male.

It' we found a lone calf among the wil

lows on the creek or among I lie cedars on

the hillside it was invariably a male.

Reduced by hunger till too weak to

follow the herd, they drop down by some

rock or bush and are left alone witli all

energy and spirit gone. They become a

prey to carnivorous animals, or die a

miserable death by starvation. It is not

only here in -laeksou's Hole that these

conditions exist, but wherever there is

elk iu numbers.

I have a Idler from a e;uide in Cody.

Wyo.. saying that within a mile on a

certain river iu Ihe park he counted 50

dead elk, all starved to death. These

were nearly all males. T have a letter

from a man in Montana saying that

hundreds of elk perish by starvation on

Ihe sheep range north of the park.

These are nearly all males. These are

some of Ihe eauses of the disparity in

male elk, and not the alleged fact that the

resident settlers kill one occasionally, or

that ihe non-resident kills a few for tro

phies, or even that the tusk hunter, in

his nefarious practice, kills males for
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their teeth. To prevent these things from

recurring we must take better care of our

elk. It is not game wardens (no one is

going to shoot ;i calf elk i'or liis tooth),

lint feed, that these animals need.

It is therefore a l'n<;l that we, by per

mitting this animal normal loss among

the elk i'or want of feed, by allowing one-

third or onc-bulf of the calves to perish

year after year, are destroying the males

only, dud niiil;ing it necessary that the

breeding most be done by immature and

inferior males, thereby raising degener

ate, wenk calves that succumb easily to

bard winters.

It is necessary in breeding farm stuck

to seleet the best sires. In breeding

among wild animals nature's intention

is to eliminate the weaker, inferior ani

mal, for in their fights during the rut

ting season the stronger, more mature

male drives the others away. In the case

of tho elk there is not enough mature

bulls to go nrmmd, and this is causing

inter-breeding to some extent, all of

which has a tendency to create weak off

spring.

Now, the state of Wyoming and the

National (ioverninent are going to try

another experiment—drive the elk like

cattle to a better (J) Feeding ground.

We hope they may succeed, on tins pro

posed new elk range. There were plenty

of elk a few years ago, before the settlers

look up the grazing ground. They were

driven from these ranges, but not as cat

tle. What new inducements are they now

going to offer the elk to get them to stay

on the proposed ranges 1 Will the sheep

men give up iliis new feed ground for

the elk? Will any arrangements be made

toward winter's sustenance, or will the

elk be sacrificed 1 Would it not be bet

ter to refuse permits to flock musters on

a scope of ground twenty miles wide

along the north park line, in order that

a portion of the elk now coming this way

from the park could go north tn winter?

Would it nut be belter to save the feed

on the Qwy Hull, Meeteelse, ami Stink

ing Water rivers, to the east of the park,

and on the Madison and Snake river

tributaries, west of the park, for the elk7

If this can't be dime, where the elk will

LFo themselves, how can ii be done where

limy will have In hi' driven!

IN CUPID'S BOAT

When Kitty ami ] would fishing go,
Gay, frank-eyed Kitty ami 1,

How light was tuir little skiff to row.

How fair was (lie April sky!

With lisil of kissing mill iniiKhter low.

How bllthley the waves tripped by.

When Kitty and 1 would fishing ro,

day, frank-eyed Kitty ami I!

Our boat O'erhUBg by the branches low,

Her warm baud hi mine would He

And our !i[is draw near with a secret, aglow!

1-ovo smiled, t'io happy to High,

When Kitty and 1 would fishing go,

Gay, frnnk-eyud Kitty and n

STOKBL.Y S. F1SHEU.
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