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LET US SAVE THE GIRDS. 

Speech of Il OIl, John F. Lacc~·. in the House of Representatives. 

! he HOlLse lx, jnS" in Comminee ,' f lh" Whole 011 the 
Ma le of the Uni .... :., m Ill h""illg l1udcr ':<lnsid"r.'l ivllth\' bi ll 
Ell, R. 663.\ ) t .... c"hl r~" Ihe lWWI!l"~ o f the D c pnrtlncm of 
Agriculture, proh Ibit the In m sportatiu" by ill\~r~W\l! 
comme rce of gUllIe killed in " iola tiun uf loc:tl law>l. a lld 
fur vLler Jlurpuses. 

Mr. Chairman: T his bill is one that has 
ntlractcd a g reat deal o f interes l III v ariotl !> 
sections of the country. Horti cul turists, 
ag riculturi st s, and love rs of bi rds every
where . as we ll <I S \lI e League 01 Amen
can Sportsmen, and ot hers interested in 
game and the protection oj ga me a ll over 
the United Slates, have been st ro ngly en
li s ted ill i ts support. 

Bri e fl y, the bill provides fo r a few pttr~ 
poses only. F irst, it au tho ri zes t he Secre
ta ry o f Agricultmc to utilizc his depa rt~ 
ment for the re introductio n o f bird ~ that 
have become locally ex tin ct 01' a rc becom
ing so in some parts of the Unite ... Stales. 
T here arc some kinds o f in ~ect i\' oJ'O ll S 
b irds and some kin d s oi game birds. th a t 
he retofore werc abundant in many loca li
ti es, which ha\'c become vcr\, sca rce in
deed . and in some loc:lli t ies e rll irely ex ter
m inated, The wild p igeon. fo rm erly in 
this coun try in floc ks of millio ns, has en
tirely di 5appearcd from tL f:l cc o f I'he 
ea l,th. SOllie hOllefui enth usiasts h.:t ve 
claim ed tha t the pigeon wo uld agai n be 
heard fro m in South A merica , but there 
seems to me 110 well groundcd basis for 
rhi s hope. In S0111C loca liti es certain kind s 
o f grOl1 se have a lmost entirely d is:1ppearcd. 
Thi s bi ll gives the Secretary o f Agriculture 
power to a id in th e re int roduction. whi ch. 
1 think. will prove a lIseful adjunct to the 
action of the S tat es \vllich ha ve. under
taken the prese rvat ion of the I . tive wild 
birds. 

The nex t pUT'pose in t he b ill is 10 :'lUOW 
th e Secretary of Agri cultl1re 10 control the 
impo rtati on of foreign wild bi rd s and fo r ~ 
eign \ ..• d animals. If this law had been in 
force at the ti :ne the mistake was made 
in the introdllction o f th e Eng-li sh sparrow. 
we shou ld have been spared fro m rhe pesti
lential ex istence o f that "rat o f the air." 
that vermin of the atmosph ere. But somc 
ge nt lemen \1':.0 t ho ught they knew bette r 
th an anybod y e lse wha t the countrv need
ed. saw fit to import these little pes t '> . :lIlci 
they have d o ne much towal'd drivinJ! th e 
nati\'e wild bi rr! life o ut of the States. T his 
bill provid e!> t hat t he Secretary may prc ~ 
vent the im portati o n o f the fruit ba t, or 
the flying fox, the En~li sh sparrow. th ~ 
sta rl ing, and r)ther birds o f that kind. 
wh ich. in hi s di sc relio n , he may regard a s 
detrimental. 
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T he necessi ty fo r a provision of t his 
k ind is obv ious. Th e mongoose, a mis~ 
crabl e, Illurdcrous animal that was i n lro~ 
duccd iO I- the pl1l'pose of kill lllg snakes in 
J amaica-by th e way, one member of t he 
H01lse asked me the oLher day what kin d 
of a bird the mongoose was [laug hterJ
th e mon goose has proved a nuisance and a 
pes t worse than the serpe nt lha t it kills. It 
drove the rats in Jama ica 10 Ihe trees, :lnd 
the rat now the re has become an arboreal 
an imal. The rat sl ill exists and keeps out 
o f the way o f the ll1ongoose, J ut t he 
bi rd;; of the is land ha ve been a llll o~t dc ~ 
stroyed by \.hi s impo r ted pest. A proper 
cont rol on the pa rt of t he Secret.:try oi 
Agr icu lture wou ld prevent the impor ta
tion of in jurious ioreign animals. Some 
gentleme n in Caliiorn ia have suggested th e 
propriety o f in t rodncing th e frui t bat or 
thc flying fox th e re, and thi s bill would 
preven t the il- importa ti on. They would 
prove ;' 01 great a nui sance as th e: Engli sh 
rabbits in Austra li a and lhe Scotch t h is~ 
ti c in Canada. Some patl"io tic son of 
Scotland wa nted to sec ii th e · '·i stle \vould 
grow ill Canada. He tried it and th ere 
is no di sn llie about. it no w. It g ro ws in 
Can:lcia. 

T here is ,I compensa tion in the C\i s\'ribu~ 
tiou o f pbnt s, birds. and :lIli :nais iJy the 
God o f nalure. J\fa n's a tt empt to change 
;]nd int e rfere o ften leads to se ri o us results. 
The F renc h pi nk was int ro(\ l1ced as a 
flowe r ill Oregon. and it has spread 
t h ro ng-ho m the wheat fi e lds and b ecome 
an inj u ry to agricl1 lture. The Engli sh 
yard planta in has beco me a g reat evil in 
New Zealand, 

R abbit s we re intro du ced in Australia, 
an d t o~day th e mo!' t pe rs istent efforts arc 
necessary to keep them with in endurab le 
limi ts. Th e Rll ssia n thi stl e is spreading 
wit h g rea t rapidity in th e Dakotas, a nd 
titou !;h thi s plant ha <:. fina1iy prnvcd to 
havc so me nine fo r iorage. yet th e peo~ 
pie o f the Northwest woul d be g lad if that 
plant had n e\'c r fo und a fo oting in tha t re ~ 
gion. 

11 is il11 port;l11i Illar the introduction of 
foreign wild binls ::tnd animals sho uld be 
under comoetent legal s li pe r..i sion, and 
I hi ~ bill will accolllu1i sh that I' C~i11 1t. 

The next p ropositio n in the bill , and 
that is the vita l o n e of a ll. is to proh ib it 
interstate commerce in b ird s and wi ld 
ga me-that is, in sectivorous, useful b irds, 
:lnd wild game bird s. and wi ld game o f 
anv kin d ki ll ed in vi olati o n o f local laws. 
Take the State of Georgia, that has enact~ 
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cd m os t rigid la\Vs for the protec tion of in
sectivo rous birds and game birds. Trap
pers go the]'/,: and calch quail s, Ilt.:ttin g o r 
trapping them, in v iolat ion of the loca l 
law, pack them in barrel s o r boxes. and 
ship them to o ther marl,c ls i ll the Un ited 
S tates. It is done sec ret ly. Th e resu lt is 
that tli e ma rket hOllses in o ther States 
have been utilized as places in whi ch \ 0 
di spo!:ic o f tll ese bird s and anima ls ki ll ed 
in violat ion of the laws of the S tate. Game 
wardens of the vari ons S tates hn ve long 
desired some legislatio1L o ( thi5 kind by 
which they ca n stop t he nefariotl s tl'atlil.: in 
birds and game killed in defiance of thei r 
State laws. 

Take the State which I have the honor 
in part to represent-the State of I owa. 
A few years ngo it was 611cd \vith prairi c 
chickens: quai ls wc re abunda.nt. A careful 
protection of the quail has r ecent ly re sult
ed in :\11; rease of those beautifu l l ittl e 
birds; but the shipment of prair ie c hickens 
has still b een going o n unt il th ey have 
well n ig h become ex tinct. This bill, ii 
enacted into law, would enable the local 
au thorities to IJre\'ent t he t ran!'porta tioll 
of these birds. It is pe rfectly evident, h ow
ever, that suc h a law might be abused 

' I1nless su itably g uarded. P e rsons might 
mal.;e usc oi it for the purpose oi bbck
mai ling Ihe car riers. Thcrciore a pro~'i s i on 
has been inserted in t his b ill by which car
rier s will no t be h e ld respons ible ior the 
s hipment ulll e!'s Ihey have knowin g ly car
ried the forbidden a rt icles. But the s hip
per ca n not pl ead ig norance, a nd whell 
complaint is made ag ainst the ca.rrier, he 
will transfer the res po nsi bili ty of th e cri me 
to the shippe r, and ·the resu lt w ill be that 
the wh ole trallic can he broken up. 

As to insecti vo rous birds. 1 saw an a rti
cle go ing th e ro unds of t he ne wspapers 
th e other .qy pl1rpor t ing to g ive :In int e r
view be twee n l1Iy fri end from Ill ino is 0\,11'. 
Cannon) and cl1YSl'if. While the inte r
view Wil S 1101 s tated wi th e ntir e accuracy. 
the ge ne ral facts arc t m e. and I \\'ill rC4 
peat it now as a n illustratio n oi o ll e of the 
features of thi s hill. 

\ ... en thi s bill was up in th e H ouse he
fore on a mot ion to s ll spend the rulcs. my 
friend from Illinois rai sed the quest ion of 
"no quOrtllll." Two- thirds o f lhe H ouse 
wc rc in favor of passinI!' the b ill. bur there 
was not a qu orum present ; and lhe gentle
man fro m Ill ino is r<l ised that po int and 
nrc\'ClHed fnrther co nsidera t ion o f the 
bill. The nex t day J callle to t h e House 
with lil y pocke ts full of most bCHlltiful a p
ples. T hey were fnir to l oo~ upon, but 
wcre veritable dend sea frtllt. I we nt 
around <lnd o ffered the m to my fri e nd. 
l-Te IO'o'c5 apples as w ell as 1 love bi r ds. 
He opened them. 

They were all pe rforated with th e tu n
nel s that the worms h ad dug in pass ing 

through the fruit. J nsked him if he ha d 
eve r seen t lwt eunditio n in apples whe n 
he W;J $ a boy. H e said no; it was a recen t 
tiling. 1 inquired whether he often saw an 
apple now lhat did l.ot show the fo ul 
I ra ck o f a \\' o l"m Ih rough its interior. 
H e said, "What o f that? '·' "\Vell," said I, 
;'I\1Y friend. til(: ki lli ng of the b irds ca uses 
t his cond iti o n. J\Jan ki1l s the birds that 
lOlled the insect that laid the egg that 
hatched the wo r m tha t dcfiled the app lc. 
I Laughter.] T h .! s fol!owin~ hac1.; ill somc
th ing o f t"ilc:; fa sh ion of "The H ouse that 
Jack Built," we reach the I'cal cause of 
Illost o f th is t rouble. The des truction of ill e 
insect ivorous birds has resulted in the 
loss o f 01\1' iruir. No wonde r rhe fa r mers 
and hort icu lturis ts nre inlerested in thi s 
propos ition! 

Objecrion was made to this bili lipan 
t he theo ry th a t it was a purely sentimental 
lll eaS ll rc , and in tended merely to str ike at 
bird mill inery. ~ot so. Jt is true. M r. 
Chair111:111, that there is som e sentimen t in 
the bI ll ; and it is a pr01)(:r, a iegitilll;:1te, 
~e nti ll1cll t. T he lo\'e of birds is somethin g 
that ought to be tnl1ght in every school. 
T hei r prol<:ct:Oll is sam et I!.ing th a t ought 
to be inculcated in the m i11d of every boy 
;\Ild girl. 1 hn\'c alwnys been a layer of 
the bl rtls; and 1 ha ve ahvays b een a hunter 
~lS \vel!; for to-day I'here is no friend that 
the bi rds have like the true sportsma n
th e mall who e njoYf; '~gili1l1;'tte sport. J-1 e 
protects them Oll t of seaso n: h e kills them 
in moderatio n in f;eason. The ga me hog 
is an nnima l of 2 Icg3 that is di sn ppearing. 
M ay he soon become extinct! The 
game hog fo rmerly had himscli pho
tograp hed surrounded hy the fruits 
of :1 da y 's "sport," and rega rd ed 
the photog ranh as imperfect ulllc;:;:-
he had lOa dead ducks. g r sc. o r 
geese arollnd him . ' l\')-da\; a tru e 
sportsman would be as hamed " to be pic
tured in COIllH'Ctio ll with a la rger number 
of fowl s than a d ecent s hnre for an Ame ri
cnn gunner. having du e regard to the pre!'
crvation of t. .. ·galll e jor Ihe future. 

M r. Clark, of l'\'li ssomi. Is th e re nny
th ing in th is bill to stop the ope rations of 
pot hun te rs? 

rd r. Lacey. This bill is directed against 
the pot" hun ter. \~fhen you take away his 
marke t y011 destroy his occnpai ion. Take 
;l\vay h is ma rkel, o r put lhat market uncleI' 
the su r veillance of [il e game wardens. and 
the pot hun ter must cease 10 carryon his 
ncfari o l1f; tm Rie. l Ie is the man who 
~ h ol1ld havc no fr iends 011 t he Aoor oj thi!; 
House, or anywhere in th e United State:; 
o f America . H e is the rele ntless e nemy of 
all animal lif e. The States have awake ned 
to th e necess ity of preserving what re
mains of bird liie. with which na ture so 
~en e ro\L s l'y end owed ou r coun try. State 
Jaws of a vigoroll s cha racter arc enacted, 
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and a public sentimen t has g ro wn up in 
ia\'o r of the enfo rcemen t of t he statures. 

BlIt the facility o f commerce in t hese 
days of rap iel trans it e nables l he violator 
of th e State law to ma rket the p roduct of 
hi s crime a t a d istance, and thus d efy t he 
laws o f hi s own Comlllonwealth. This bill 
wi ll s npply the p rescllt defect in t he law, 
and a halt can be ca ll ed lIpo n the nlthless 
d est ruction and ex po rtation o f the s lIla ll 
remai ns of o ur once appa ren tly inexhaus
tibl e bird po p\1 lation. 

Sdon Thompson te ll s li S that liD wi ld 
b ird o r wild a nimal e ve!' d ies o f old age. 
1'1,)(:11" li\'es , sooner o r l:'l ter . a lways h;l\' c a 
tragic end. When a wild a nimal makes a 
mi stake the pena lty is dea th. 

The gull s, the SC<I \'c nge r s of Oll r bays 
and ha rbo rs, arc now being kill ed fo r usc 
a s o rnamen ts . 

The plulll es o f the egret arc espec ially 
so ug ht after : a nd as thei r plumage is a t its 
bes t when nesting the mother bird is shot 
whi le rear ing its you ng, and the o rp han 
fam ily is des troyed dial t he mo ther 's 
p lUllleS llI ay deco rate t he hend gear o f hu-
ma ni ty. . 

There is one iealmc o f b ird pro tec tion 
with which Ihi s bill d ocs no t pre tend to 
deal. 

T he pi u nmge me han l ha !' held Ollt in
ducements to hunters wh ich hm'e wcll 
nigh exterminated some o f the mos t 
beautifu l creatures in the wo rld. 

In a sing le sale in London, in 18g8, ! 16,-
490 ski ns of h11ln mi ng birds a nd 228.289 
bun d les of In dian parrots wcre 501<1 io r 
decorat ive purposes. In t hat sale over 
500,000 bird skins were di sposed of. 

It is a piti ful thing to conleo.pla te the 
slang hter of s lI ch a Illultitude of these 
beauties for t he g ratificati o 11 of Inllnan 
\'an ity. Many peo ple arc deeply interested 
in t he p ropo~it i on to io rbi d the impo rta
ti o n o f the plumage o f fo reig n birds. bu t 
that wOldd il\\'o lve th e attem pt to refo r m 
the world before pur ify ing oursclns. 

\,yc should cast the bea m ou t of Ollr o wn 
eye fi rst. Le t us ta ke ca re of Oll r own 
birds and gamc befo re ~ ltc111ptjll g to go into 
the fie lds and fore$ls of o ther lands. 

By taking t h is co nrRe we will se t all ex· 
am ple to ot her countries a nd t he good 
work o f bi I'd and game protect ion ill 
Am e rica may serve as a mod el. 

\ '\I'c have given an awful e:. hihit ioll of 
sla ug hter and des truction, wh ich may se rve 

as a warning to all mankind. Le t us now 
gi ve a n example o f wise co nservatioll o f 
\, .. ·hat remain 5 oi the g ift s of natu re. 

I l is late. It is too la te as to the wild 
pigeon. The buffalo is almost a thing o f 
the past, bu t the re still remain much to 
p reserve , (Iud we l11u st act earnestly if we 
wo uld acco mpli sh g o od result s. 

£vlr. Chairman, to the last sect ion of thi s 
b ill , which was de s ig ned to o bviate the ef
fect or the ;'o rigi llal package" law in pro
tecting the POl 11lI1lLer, 1 have agreed to 
offer a n am e ndm ent, putting it in such a 
fo rm as 1 think will remove the only op~ 
posi ti on rha t thi s bill has really encoun
lered o n the floor of the House. 1 will 
afTer the <ll1lendmeTlt at the proper tillle as 
a substitutc fo r sectio n 5. 

1 love t he people who 10\'e birds. The 
man or the wOllla n who do cs not lo\'c 
bi,:ds oug ht to be classed \vith the person 
w ho has no I , YC for mus ic-fit only fo r 
j' treaso l1 , s trat agem and spoil s." J would 
lovc to havc a so lo singer in nc r)' bush 
and a cho il' of b irds in cve ry tree top. At 
Ill)' own home 1 ha ve set out Russ ian mu l
berries fo r the birds alone. The R ussian 
l11t1 ,.;c rry begins to ripen whiL tt c blos
SO Il1 S arc stil l coming o ut, and for th ree 
months there are blossoms and black fruit 
on the same t ree. 1i you \\ ... nt to I'e popu
lar with the b ln ls of your community. set 
Ollt some o f these mu lberri es, and they will 
come fro m eYe ry quarter to the place 
where these trees a rc. The rn a" who cul
ti vates the bi rds wil1 ha\-c the birds take 
care o f h im . They will ca re for 1 ' , farm. 
They will des troy the insect pes ts. and the 
m a ll who nro tects th em wi ll be success ful 
whereve r he may farm in t he United States 
of Ame r ica. 

Mr. Shackleford. 'What about th .:. bi rds 
that p ick the cherries? 

1\'1r. Lacey. Every bird 111at eats a 
chcrry carns [0 cher r ies befo re he tats 
ail e. 

1'dr. C/<l rk. o i J'lii ssouri. H ave you any 
way of kee ping them from e:lling th o: cher
ri es ? 

l\'1r. Lacey. No one sho11ld C\'cr be
g rudg e a che rry to a wo odpeckcr or a 
m bin. He ha s made th e cherry poss ih lc 
befo re he takes it. H e has d o ne Illor" 
to waru its fruitio n than the man who ~ j·t 
(ll il t he tree. because he has protected it 
from the pests tha t destrov it. 

Life is real. life is ear11 est 
From the start until the end ; 

A nd with t he de mise of a d oclo l' 
Th e underttlker plants a fri end . 

- -Chicago News. 
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PARKS FOR FOREST PRESERVATION. 

C II ,\lt LICS CIIItISTADORQ. 

Had the bun'ala rema ined with 11 5 la -day 
in appreciable. though fa st dimini shin g 
numbers, unquestionab ly we would now 
!la\'c a S oc iety for the Preservation of lhe 
BufT.L1o. The rapid extermination oi the 
gaill e birds throughout the country has 
stimulated hundreds oi game protec tive 50-
cieties leading to much beneficial legis la
tion on the subject. The prcscn 'alion of 
song birds has been genera lly taken lip 
and the di scouragement o f the usc of fC<.III1-
ers as decorations for womell's ha ts ha'5 
resulled in destroying to a dcgn:c the l11aT· 
leet of the plume hUllter. 

The preserva ti on of fi sh has been a study 
for years, and the li ne is pretty closely 
dra\\'n in the Adirondack ,voods to-day be
tween thc quest ion of whether pa9cr mak
ing with the consequent polluting of the 
streams from the factories is more imQort
ant t ha n fi sh presc ["v;nion. The great Se
qllOias of Califo rnia, unmatched t imber 
giant s, arc threa tened by the lumbermcn's 
axe and saw. and a society is being formed 
for their preserva tio1l. But recently th e 
Pinchot family oj \Va sh ing toll donated 
$150,000 to establi sh ;\ Chair of Forestry at 
Yale College : more work in the line o f 
preserving a nd pe rpe tuating O llr iast d is
appearing fores ts. 

The pine forest s o f the great Northwest 
have been looked on fo r years as inex
haustible, as was the lmffalo when the la t
ter dotted the plain s in countl ess thou
sands. Forty years ago the man who had 
the temeri ty to rai !'e hi s vo ice in ra vor o f 
preserving the buffalo fro lll extermination 
was laughed to scorn. The animals were 
nlmost as pl entiful as the sands o f lhe 
desert that they roamed. and to extermi 
nate them was !'eel11 in.s;t"l y beyo nd the po wer 
of man. But the railroads came. (l lId in 
their ,vake the skin hunter. with hi !: re
peating riAe. and in time the hone hu nter 
fini shed the job a s he piled the prairies 
hig h with mountain ;:; of J:!li stenin~ bones 
to he ~ hipped East, ca lcined. and lI sed for 
purifving the sugar we eat. 

So was it with the fo rests. The towe r
ing groves of black wa lnut in the :Middle 
States fil"!i t left the exterillinatin~ hand. 
i111til a black walnllt grove has become 
only a memory. The magnificent bod ies 
of ~o ft white !'litle. that queen of all woods. 
in Michi.'!an . "Vi~con s in and Mi nnesota. at
tract ed the lumberman. To li sten to an 
old-time Jogger dc!'crihe the w:ls tefl1 llle~s 
o f the carl v timbering days wou ld be SU01-
cient to sat isfy onc that the pine was then 
looked upon as inexhaust ihle. But Hilder 
the blows o f millions of axes the trees be-

gall to di sappear, forest fire s helping on 
Ihe work of destruction. Thirty years ago 
far-seeing men s topped to figure, and 
argued tha t the lumberman and settlcr 
combined would wipe out the pine forests 
in 10 years. Year after year was this 
prophecy made. for 30 years back, until the 
cry of ··wolf" is begi nning to come true. 
IVlichigan is actually cut o\'er. The great 
S tate of 'Wiscon sin, that has sent billions 
o f feet of merchantable pine and other 
woods to the markets, is nea ri ng the end 
o f its standing timber. 

,6 

]11 the old logging days only timber ad
jacent to the streams which \vcre within 
reasona ble hauling dis tance by oxen was 
Cil lo Now they cons truct loggi ng rail
roads. cut the tim ber winter and summcr, 
and halll the logs in train loads to the 
mjll s. 

Ivlinllesota may be said to have more 
s tanding white pine timber within her 
boundari es than any other State, yet it is 
only too rapidly d isappearing. There are 
those who speak of a 5 year limit now, in
stead o f the fonner 10 year est imate. One 
of the Sllfcst s ig ns of the ~ comint! of the 
end is the fact that the heavy operators 
in pine arc loo king" to the spruce and fir 
forests o f the Paci fic Coas t. and have re
cently invested milli ons of dolla rs in coas t 
Illmber lands. 

In the Northern part of :lv.1 innesota. mid
way o f a stra ight line drawn from Duluth 
10 Crookston, is what is known as the 
Chippewa Ind ian re sen at io n. On this land 
is to be fonnd the grea test body of virgin 
pine in the State o f Minnesota. Here are 
lhe :3 g reat hJ,;cs, Leech. with 540 miles 
of shore li ne. Cas!' . and \ 'Vinncbegoshi sh. 
Through !h is t rac t the infant 2'vfi ss iss ippi, 
fresh from Lake ltasca. meanders. con
nec ting these :3 g reat bodies of water \vith 
70 smaller lakes. The woods teem \vith 
deer and moose. as did the fo rest stretches 
of New Yrk 200 years ago. The lakes and 
st reams abol1nd in voracious muskalonge. 
wily bass o f gigantic sile , and toothsome 
wa ll -eyed pike. T o fi sh in these wa ters is 
to spoi l one's self fo r like fi shing in any 
other sect ion. There is a constant tempta
tion to over fi sh. and Joad the boat with 
more than one needs to catch. 

The scenery on these forest-encircled 
lakes is second to none in this country. 
The wilde~t and 1llo!'t scenic tracts in 
J\'laine do not crnpare with it. The in 
terweav ing st reams and e,·er changing 
scenery make thi s an ide:ll country for the 
mall or wo man who lo'·cs natnre in her 
primeval s ~ttte. The soil o f this rcserva-
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FROM TilE GAME FIELDS. 

TO SAVE THE G~nH;: IN TilE PARK, 

New York, Jan. 19th, 1900. 
Han. E. A. 1-1 ilChcock, 

Secretary o f the l ntc ri or, 
Washi ng to n, D. C. 

DcaT Sir:-I beg to call your attent io n 
(0 the urgent need oi ki ll ing off a large 
number of the bears, lynx, mountain lion s 
a nd wo lves ill Ihe Yellowstone National 
P arle It is it well k nown fa ct that Illest! 
a nimals ha ve become 50 num erO li S there 
that they destroy la rge Humbers of the elk 
calves ~\ n d of cows which become toO weak 
during wi nter to be able to e scape. T hese 
carnivorous a nimals also ki ll, eve ry spring, 
seve ra l butTalo calves, a nd morc o r less 
you ng deer, antelope and mountain sheep. 

I t would be an cas\' matter to reduce 
,he numbers of th ese predato ry all il11:'1I .. . by 
simply Instructing the park Sl1J>crillt en ~ 
dent l O detail a fcw g o od ilullters from hi s 
command to do the work. 

In Illy judg mc nt t h is should be o rdered 
at o ncc. T he bea rs are now hibe rnat ing . 
and wi ll begin to come ant of tl ll:i r dellS 
carly in April. The SlIOW will still be d eep 
ill the park a t that time, and it wi ll be easy 
fo r Ihe bears to overtakc and pull down 
the yo un g an imals and the weakened 
1I10thers. H unters tr<tvcl ing a ll sno w shoes 
could cas ily pu rsuc and rapidly thin 0\1 1 
t he be~lr5. Capt;lin Brown, the present 
snperintcndcnt of the park, is ;\ practical 
bi g gamc IH1I1 ter h imself, and cOll ld d irect 
t h is work intelligenrly and effectively . J\ s 
\ ' 0 11 arc wcll awa re. the bu ffalo herd in the 
pa rk has dwindled · from about 400 head. 3 
years ago. to less than .)0 head no w. and 
the last o ne o f t hese wi ll di sappear wit hin 
2 yea rs lllore unless s tringent measures arc 
;!<iopted fo r thei r preserva tion. It wo uld 
he a nati onal cala mit y to have t his re mllant 
oi the Am eri can bi so n c xterminated. Of 
('ourse Il\ally of these animal s ha vc b !!Cll 
killcd by poachers olltside of the park and 
perhal>s a few ins idc. but it is a well known 
bet that many of the buffaloes have been 
pulled down and kill ed by the beasts of 
prey which 1 ha\·c mentio ned. 

Hoping yO tl may gi\'e thi s matter your 
careful and prompt atte ntion, 1 a 111 , 

YOU 1-S Imly, 
G. O. Shields, Prest. L. A. S. 

DEPAnn.tE:-'-T o~' THE l :orTER l on, 
'Washington, D. C, lIbrch 16, 1900. 

11\'lr. G. O. Shields , P resident. 
League of A merican Spor tsmen. 

S ir : 
Y o ur letter of J a n ua ry 19th has bee ll re

ceived. in which you ca ll atte ntio n to the 

" 

urgent necessity for killing off a large 
!lumber o f bear;;, lynx, mountain lions and 
wolves in Yellowstone I\atil)nal Pari.:. 

In rcsponsc IherClO 1 have to !>l:lle liIal 
the Acti ng S U\lt:rintcndcnl of the Park, II) 
whom vour k llcr was rcie rred . s tateS 
that : -

Th ere are, as stated by ~lr. Shields . 
l1\1l11 hers of bt:an; and mountain lio n ..; 
and la rge 11t1lnbcrs oi cuyotes il1 lil t: 
pa rk, and 111uch ga11le in the way of el k 
lle er and antelope is k illed by them, I 
ha\'c carefully ill\'e5Li ga tcd Ibe matter as 
to whether b uffa lo are evc r killed by 
the bears; tht: scouts who have bcen 
here , some of them for years, ha\'e ncver 
k nown o f thi s being dOllc. tho ugh of 
co urse it may have happe ll ed. With the 
exception o f the buffalo and possibly 
ll1 0 untai n sheep, I think all kinds o f 
g~lIllC ha\"e increased of late years . 
though Ihi s may not be co rrcct a s t o 
a nt elope. 1 thi nk most o f t he dest Tll c ~ 
t ion is d ue to t he coyotes, a nd t he sco lI ls 
;111<1 en listed me n of the command arc 
autho rized to shoo t thom wherever 
fOllnd; a number of them Ill.'ar the po:-t 
havc been shot and poisoned th is sea
son. :\ few 1110untain lio ns have al so 
been ki ll ed. 

The depredations of the bears seem to 
be mainlv about the hotels, where they 
o ften break into outhouses in search o f 
food. [do ubt the advi sabili ly o f kil1ill~ 
any o f th t:se anima ls except such as be-
4.:0111e so bad about the hote ls as to make 
it abso lu tely necessary. 

Tht: mo untain lions kill ed han heen 
those in the vicinih· o f where the few 
re ma in ing mo unta in" sheep arc ranging 
and with n vic\\' Lo t he protect ion o f 
these ra re an ima ls. 

There arc so many elk in the p:lrk 
that. fo r the present at least. no measures 
a rc ncce5<:a ry fo r thei r pro tection iro Tll 
o ther wild ani mals. 

As :' Ir. S hields suggests. the il1l ~ 
porlant thing is to protect the buffalo. 
and 1 shall liRe every effo r t to thi s cnd; 
but it i!' 11 0 (':l sy rila ttc r ro cove r the 
country where they arc durin J:! the spr i n~ 
!'en!'o n ; in fact, it is imposs ible exce p t 
b\' the most experienced mcn w:t11 sl:is , 
\ ~h o havc to carry their ra ti ons and suf~ 
fi c iellt clot hing for protection aga inst 
cold at nigh t on their backs. 1 have a1 

present a detachment in t he bu ffal o 
cO ll ntry. on sk is. \ ... ·ith in s t ruct ions to 
find O llt :1 S nearly as possible 1he number 
slill left in the park ; thi s trip will take 
at least 2 weeks and probably more. 
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F rom Ihis report it will be seen lim': 
Capla in O scar J. Brow n, Ac ting" S upe rin 
tendent of the Purk, is taking slH.:h steps as 
in hi s judgm ellt the cin,:,ullIstanccs war· 
rUIII IOW~l rd p r olt.:..:tiug the ga me in Ihe 
re!)cfV<l l ioll. 

]11 Ihis cOllllection, ii is p roper to adu 
that a number of bea r a nd other animal s 
have uccn trapped in the park and shi pped 
to lhe Zoological Park in Ih is city, and the 
same course will be purslied as to fUl'ni sh
ing a ni mals for the Zoological Gardell s in 
Omahn, ~cbras l<a. 

Vcry resp ectfully, 
E. A. 1-1 itchcock, 

Sccrctnry. 

U. S. DEI'ART~II\Nl' OF AGRTCULT U ltt:, 
Biological Sun'cy, 

\ ·Vashington. D. C , 
J a nua ry 26lh, 1900. 

Hon. E. A. H itchcock, 
Secretary of lhe Interior. 

Si r:-
' ,Viii you kind ly have sen t to my add ress 

copies oi the anllual report oi the snperin
tendent of Lhe Yellowstone Ka tional Park 
for the yea rs I89o-99 inclusive? 

1 am in formed that you have been re
quested to author ize the ki ll ing of "a large 
number o f bea rs. lynx, mOllntain lions and 
woh'es in the Ye llowstone Kalional Park." 
This, it seems to me, would be a serious 
mistake. TIll.:re is, o f course, no danger 
in k illi ng all rhe wolves that i l is practica
ble to des troy. if the persons au thorized 
to do th e ki llin g can be made to confine 
their attention to these animals, which arc 
noto rious ly destructive to big: game. BtH 
in the case of the ot.he r species ment ioned. 
namely the bears, lynx and mountain 
lio ns . it wou ld be exceedingly diffic ult, I 
think. to obtain t rmtworthy evidence to 
the cITe.ct that these animals rea lly 'Cllt any 
figu re in the dest ruct ion of big game in the 
Park . The moun tain lio n. or panth er. is 
\'Jell known to feed largely o n deer, and 
c;o rnetimes doubtless kills an elk, particu
larly the you ng. But deer and elk exist 
ir: the park in such "'-a st numbers t hat the 
inro ads nl:1.de on them by the few moull
tain lions inhabiting the region arc too in
sij!n ificant to me rit atten tion. 

Bi:lck bears arc "en' abundant in the 
park. as yOll know. ancl may be so mil ch 
of a nuisance t hat it is desir;l bl e to reduce 
!heir 11umber:-. But thi s should not be 
clone under th e pretext that they arc a 
1llf'!1:\ce 10 the mIme. 

The P <:C ('If the gr izzly be;lr is \,('ry dif
feren t. The Y('llowstoll(, National P;'Irk is 
now the on ly plan' in the world where <l. 

oersol1 may j!0 with the a;:<:urance o f see
inl! ;'I l;"c {Zrin,lv. and. if J am correctl\' 
informed. the n um ber fi r IZri7.'l.lies there i .. 
I' v un means large. The gr izzly is Oll{, nf 
the d istinctive :\mcric:l1l malllllla is rapidly 

approflchinJ,r ex tinct io n, and it has been 
alre:l dy exte rm illated over lu lly nine-ten ths 
of lt~ rang·c. It would be a calami ty. 
thereforc. lor the Ullited States Govern
ment to in a ny way hasten the cxtinction 
oi t he species. 

1 have the honor to remain. 
Rcspectfully, 

C. Hart Merriam. 
Ch ief. Biological S u rvey. 

DEI·,\ttTMEN'I' OF 'J'lIE I N T EI!lolt, 

Was h ington, D . c., 
February 2d, 1 goo. 

Respectfu lly referred to the Acti ng 
SUllerinte nde nt of the Yellowstone Na
tional Park for consideration in connecl ion 
wilh th e rcf~rence on t he same subject fo r
wa rded,!o. hlln uHder dale of J anua ry 20th, 
1900· I hI S paper should be re turned to 
lhe Depar t ment. 

(Signed) E. A. Hitchcock, 
Secretary. 

E. ~1. D. 
(2d Endorsement.) 

OJ.TIO: OJ'- T il E SUI'EtUNTENDE::O;T. 

YELLOWSTONE N AT IONA !. J"AHK, 

Mammoth Hot Springs. \Vy .. 
February 9th, 19oo. 

R espectiully returned to the Hono rable 
t he Secreta ry of the In terior. 

The destructio n of game is confined 
mainly to deer, e lk. antelop e and sheep, 
:lIld these d epredations arc mostly the 
work o ( coyotes. The mOllntain lions of 
which tli en.! a rc sci ll la rg e Ilum ben; in 'the 
park, do much damage, a nd if thi s was o nly 
~1 J11 ong lhe decr a nd elk it would amount 
to littl e, as the elk undoubtedh· arc in 
creasing a11d the deer. if not increasing. 
are not dimini shing; b ut it is know n t ha t 
these lions ki ll mountain sh ee p, a n ani
mal which is becoming ra re and which 
must be protected to prevent complete 
exti nct io n. To do th is requires lha t t he 
mOllntain lions ill the vici nity of where 
these sheep range should be kept down as 
I1IlIch as possible. 'nlere is a small band 
oi mountain sheep o n 1'\'lount Everts. with
in J miles of this post. numbering about 
26, and another band about I 2 miles Korth
east from the post. Il eal' Hellroaring 
creek. 1 t i ~ not known if the re are any 
others in the park. 

111 these 2 localiti es there a rc many 
mountain lions. I\' was found necessa ry. 
hoth la~l winter and thi s, to shoot these 
lions WhCll{'Vt'r fou nd. tn save t he sheep. 
T here is no danl!e r of their being exter
minated. :\$ thcy ra ng'e t hroll~ho ll t the 
nark an d are ex tn.!1l1ely d ifliclllt to fi nd_ 
Coyotes arc numerons and are ki ll ed at 
eve ry opoor t un;ty. No indisc riminate k ill
ing ('If these or a nv other animals is al
lowed: the destr1lction is confined to coy
otes and mOllllta in lions ilnd is done by tne 
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