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THE GREAT NATIONA L pARK. 
(From the Hartford Courant.) 

The wildest am! most naturally beauti 
fu l part of thi s country East of t he Rocky 
l\'loll lll ai ns is that region where No rth 
Carol ina, Tennessee, Virginia, South 
Carolina ;:lOd Georg ia a pproach each o ther. 
It is a mountain country wi th an average 
clcnlion of 4,000 fee t ;( 11<1 peaks runn ing' 
up to thOtl S:l llCb of fed hi g h e r. The tall 
es t mount.ain East of the Rockies is ill 
North Carolina. 

This wi ld region 3bot1nds in timber, and 
is still a natura l and 1I l1 b rokcll wi lderness 
except as the lumbermen invade its quiet. 
They have come. Already traffic in fo rest 
land is on, and the rai lroads of th e vicinity 
arc loaded with lumbe r for the market. 
L et the A11ler ic<i.1l people si t by with their 
accustomed optim ist ic apathy, and before 
lon g the fo res ts will be gone, the water 
courses le ft to dry up, the bears, deer 
~lIlcl o the ," wild animals killed ofT. and nOdl
ing but a fading memory re main of what 
now is a great natural park. 

The gene ral go \'c l"llm ent o nght to step 
in, before it is too la tc, and take pOF-ses
sian of the whole region. Tile Ye llow-
1,lone Park, far away, and to all but a few 
inaccess ible. should be supplemented by 
this natural reservation, which is easi ly 
reached by the grea t majority of the peo
ple of the United S ITlt cS. Take your lIlap 
and yO ll will flll t! that fro m Bo ston 0 11 t he 
East around by B uffalo , Cleve land, C ill cill 
nati. Chicago and S1. Lonis to New Or
leans, J ackso ll\·ille and so all up to W"ash
ing ton, every city 0 11 the imaginary circuit 
has railroad faci lities brin ging it with ill 
not more a t most t han o ne n igh t's ride oi 
Asheville . th e cen tral po in t in the Blue 
Ridge and G reat S moky country. Es tab
lish a park there and people from every 
large city t his side of the !\'J iss iss ippi would 
bt' visi ting it in large numbers at all sea
sons of the year. This is all oppo rtunity for 
conferring on the people of the conntry a 
means of g ren t enjoyment. But that really 
wOldel be o nly an incident of the work. In 
thi s elevated land arc mult itudes of clear, 
sweet streams, delivering water to the At
lant ic . coast and to the :?vtiss issippi ri\'er. 
The divide is in the possible pa rle If the 
t imber is all st ripped from these hilt s th e 
streams will dry lip and the ul t\mate loss 
will be se rious and wid espread. L eading 
citizens of North Carolina and o ther Stales 
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ad join ing ha ve rcccnlly held a meeting and 
fo rmed themselves into the Appa lachia n 
Na tional Park Association to push the 
project. It o llght to go witho ut IlIlich 
pushing. A ll lImt is needed is to set peo
ple thinking about it. 

SUGAR lIIAPLE PESTS. 

The sl1 gar maple forests of Vermont 
have for 2 years been so ser iously at~ 
tacked by a pest of worms as to enda nger 
the who le sugar maple industry" Can you 
tell me the name of th ese worms. how 
long they a rc likely to stay, and whether 
owners o f sugar orcha rds need fear the 
dest ruction of thei r t rces? I go to Ver
mont every year, a nd \vhil e residents de
plore t he ravages of the pest, no o ne seems 
able to tell what it is, or the prospects of 
rclid f rom it. 

c., Philadelphia, Pa. 
"':SS\\·~R. 

The worm affecting maple trees over 
a wide area in the Eas tern and Norlh
ea .s tcrn States during the past few yea rs, 
is the fo rest tent ca terpillar, the maple 
worm, Ciisiocompa disslrio. Usually such 
pest.s ha ve their periods, C01l1illg to a cli
max wilen, probably o wing to the simul
tancous development of their enemies, a 
sudden collapse takes place. 1t is. howe ve r, 
imposs ible to tell ho w long the pes t will 
persist. If the trees put out new leaves 
in the season of defoliation the damage is 
not li kely to be marked beyond a possible 
decrease in the quan tity of S;Lp . An at~ 
tack on the second leafage is a more se ri
Oil S matte r, and permanent damage or the 
denth of the tree may fo llow pers istent 
de foliat ion by the worm. 

The V ermont S tate Agricu ltural Ex peri
ment Stat ion has in\'estigated tbis mal'er 
ior the last 3 :years. and is just 0 11 the 
poi nt of publi shing the re su lts. ha\·ing 
made a prel iminary !.o tatcmcnt in their 
I r annua l report. A most inte resting 
descri ption o f the de\·e!opment o f insects 
injuriolls to maple trees has just been 
iss1led a$ an "Extract from the F omth 
·A11nual R Cllor t of the· Commiss ioners of 
F ishe ries. Game and Forests. of the State 
of New York" The r.:::port is illus tr:1ted 
with. colored plat.es, . Ol nd can probahly be 
obtal1led by appil catJon to that COlllmis
sion at Alba ny. 

T he suga r maple borer is a more seri~ 
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